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O God-
May knowledge permeate and protect both of us (teacher and disciple)
in equal measure.

May both of us enjoy the fruits of knowledge in equal measure.
May our acquired knowledge be imbued with spirit and valour and
invigorate both of us in equal measure.

May there never be any malice between us.
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English

From Nervousness to New Cconfidence :

My NSS story
The Quiet Return

A Vision for a More Beautiful and
Progressive India : Strengthening
The four pillars of National Progress

Let Inspiration Breathe
Two Abandoned Soul

Why You Should Join NCC

Northernization : How Bengal's

culture is under threat
Echoes of Home

Urdu

Barish ki Khushbu mein Purani Yaadein
Ahade Hazir aur Khudaitemadi ka maslah

Khudi aur Khud Pasandi
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Aristha Mondal
Jyotika Das

Tabassum Khatoon
Anansha Debnath
Anansha Debnath
Rimi Besra

Rishita Mal
Peter Minj

Kainaat
Ismat Parveen
Dr. Farida Anwar
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From Nervousness to New Confidence: My NSS Story

Aristha Mondal
Sem-1, B.Sc Psychology Honours, NSS Unit Member,
Victoria Institution (College)

“Do they even have common sense?”

The words came out harsh, almost cruel. I was standing inside a café, furious,
accusing the staff of being irresponsible, dangerous, and shameless. My voice was
loud and my expressions full of anger. For a moment, it felt real, too real.

Then I remembered, I was not actually a customer. I was a college fresher. And this
was my first NSS street play.

The play was about HIV awareness, and 1 was playing the role of an angry
customer who had just discovered that the café staff was HIV positive. In the story,
fear quickly turned into hatred. The customers cancelled orders, hurled insults,
and walked out, convinced that mere contact would infect them.

As I acted, something unexpected happened. I stopped “acting”. 1 slipped
completely into the character. The anger, the disgust, the prejudice came naturally.
And when I looked around, I saw the audience. Some people stared silently. Some
looked uncomfortable. A few exchanged glances. That was when I realized
something unsettling; this mindset was not fictional. It existed in the real world.
When the social workers entered the scene and explained the truth about HIV, how
it does not spread through touch or food, how people living with HIV deserve
dignity and acceptance, the mood slowly changed. The noise softened. Faces
grew thoughtful. In that moment, I understood how powerful awareness can be
when it is shown, not preached.

That street corner changed me. NSS was no longer just an activity. It became an
experience that stayed with me.

After that, my journey continued in quieter but equally meaningful ways. At a free
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health check-up camp in our college, I found myself guiding people, calming
nervous faces, helping them stand in line for tests. It was not dramatic, but it
mattered. Small help, real impact.

Another day, I was walking under the sun with students from different colleges,
shouting slogans to protect wildlife. During that programme, I learned a lesson I
will not forget. I and another friend, both freshers, went to buy food on our own.
Our teacher gently stopped us and reminded us that NSS is about “unity, not
individuality”. “If one eats, all eat. If one asks, all share. No one is bigger, no one is
smaller”. That simple moment taught me the true meaning of being part of a
group.

I also witnessed the importance of early awareness during a Thalassemia
screening camp, where silence and seriousness spoke louder than words. Behind
every step, our NSS teachers stood quietly, encouraging us, correcting us, and
believing in us even when we doubted ourselves. Once when I felt shy and
hesitant, a teacher simply said, “You don't need to be perfect. You, just need to
try.” That stayed with me.

Looking back, I realize NSS did not just teach me about society. It taught me about
myself. It taught me empathy, courage, and the strength of standing together. Most
importantly, it helped me to understand the meaning of the NSS motto---- Not me,
But You

And that lesson, I know, will stay with me long after college.

= 1)
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The Quiet Return
Jyotika Das

Semester -5, Department of Mathematics

The alarm rang for the 5th time between 6 am to 9am. Mira stared at the
ceiling. The fan was spinning in lazy circles above her. It was another day, another
list of things to do, people to impress, goals to chase. She'd once loved mornings,
the smell of fresh air and the morning walks. But lately everything felt like a
burden to her.

She went through the motions: college, classes, and conversations that
went on without meaning. Smiling when expected to, and laughing on cue.
Somewhere between deadlines and expectations, she had misplaced something
and that is “herself”.

There were no big reasons. It was a slow fade just like the way sunlight
leaves your skin after evening comes.

One afternoon after another with conversations that left her drained. One
night after another that insomnia took over. She had been running on autopilot,
grades, expectations, comparison, and guilt. She could not say a “no” to anyone,
afraid of being left behind. She was trying hard to hold on to the things that were
not meant to stay, but slip away.

One day after her class she just walked out without knowing where she was
going. Her phone buzzed with messages, reminders, and plans. She put it on silent
and slipped it into her bag. For the very first time in months she could hear only the
sound of her footsteps.

She wandered until she reached the college ground, the one she used to
visit in her first year when everything felt new and carefree. The wind blew the
same way it used to be. She sat beneath the Ashoka tree and observed her natural
surroundings. The smell of the Ashoka flower gradually seemed to calm her.

And there it was the quiet she had been missing. She had been searching for
something outside that was within herself. She realized that in trying to become
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someone worth noticing, she had forgotten to notice herself. She had measured
her worth in validation from others and somewhere along the way her laughter had
turned into a performance; her dreams into a checklist.

She was taking care of everything except herself. She was so busy to fit the
environment that was not fit for her. She had forgotten that she is not here to fit in
but to stand out. A soft breeze touched her hair and the sunlight gently caressed her
face. She smiled. There was no applause, just her. Mira did not decide to change
her identity that day. She simply decided to pause, to read, to draw, to write not
because she had to but she wanted to.

She decided to say no when she meant no. She decided to forgive herself
for not being perfect. And in those small honest moments she began to quietly
return to the root everything that was herself. She started to show up for herself.
She turned all her pain into fuel for her growth, smiling more, spending time by
herself, counting her blessings and showing gratitude towards God and to believe
in herself.

Then she realized that God had walked with her every step of the way.

Months later someone asked her, “What happened? You seem so much
lighter”.

She just smiled.

“I came home, to myself”, she said softly.

©8



A VISION FOR A MORE BEAUTIFUL AND
PROGRESSIVE INDIA: STRENGTHENING
THE FOUR PILLARS OF NATIONAL PROGRESS

Tabassum Khatoon
Semester 5, BA MDC (Morning)

Avision for a more beautiful and progressive India

India, our beloved nation is not just a piece of land marked on the map; itis aliving
soul that breathes through its rivers, dances in its festivals, and speaks through its
countless languages. When we look at India from a broader perspective, we see
not merely a country but a grand civilization; one that has endured invasions,
revolutions, and reformations, yet continues to rise with courage and pride. It is
this blend of resilience and beauty that makes India special and incomparable. But
true beauty 1s not confined to scenic landscapes or ancient glories. The real beauty
of a nation lies in its mutual harmony, disciplined citizens, educated youth, and
strong ethical foundations. Today, India stands at the crossroads between tradition
and modernity. While we have achieved tremendous growth in science,
technology, and global presence, there still exist areas that call for reforms where
small changes can lead to a profound transformation. If we wish to see India as one
of the most respected and beautiful nations in the world, we must strengthen the
four major pillars of progress: infrastructure, parenting, education, and law
enforcement. Together, these can build anew India, cleaner, wiser, safer, and more
compassionate.

Strengthening the foundation: Building better infrastructure

Infrastructure defines the face of a country. It speaks volumes about how a nation
values progress, quality, and responsibility. India has made commendable strides

in infrastructure— modern airports, highways, metros, and smart cities are steadily

shaping the landscape of the country. Yet, if we move slightly away from these
metropolitan marvels, we find areas where roads are worn out, drainage systems




are poor, and public spaces are neglected. Often, contractors use substandard
materials to save costs, compromising the quality of construction. As a result,
newly builtroads develop potholes within months. The true tragedy is not only the
inconvenience caused but also the attitude of acceptance that allows such
practices to persist. India needs a strong mechanism of accountability. Every
infrastructure project should undergo multiple levels of quality inspection.
Independent panels of engineers and citizens' committees should be empowered
to verify if projects adhere to declared standards. The government must enforce
strict penalties on those found guilty of corrupt practices. Beyond construction
quality, the aesthetic appearance of cities and towns also play an important role.
Clean, green, and well-kept cities reflect a nation's discipline. Yet, in many areas,
piles of garbage are seen lying in open spaces. Waste management should not be a
temporary campaign but a permanent civic ethic. Municipal bodies must ensure
that every building, residential or commercial, has access to proper disposal
systems with waste segregation. To build a cleaner India, citizens too must
recognize their role. Littering roads and public places should be seen not merely
as an act of negligence but as a moral wrongdoing. Our ancient texts have long
emphasized cleanliness as a form of devotion but today, it must be practiced as a
responsibility. If every individual takes ownership of a clean home, clean street,
and clean city, India will naturally evolve into a symbol of health and pride.
Restoring the sacredness of our rivers is also critical. The Ganga and Yamuna
were once the lifelines of purity, but industrial pollutants and domestic waste have
turned sections of these rivers into toxic streams. Government initiatives like

Namami Gange are steps toward revival, but success requires collective

participation----people must reduce waste dumping, industries must follow strict
filtration norms, and rural areas must be equipped with eco-friendly sewage
systems.

The role of parenting in nation-building

Parenting is one of the most underrated yet powerful forces driving a nation's
future. A society becomes great when its children grow into responsible,
compassionate, and self-reliant adults. Indian family structure is strong, yet




parenting approaches often need reform. In many Indian families, children are
overprotected. Parents, especially mothers, take on the full burden care, while
children are often shielded from even basic responsibilities. Though this intention
stems from love, it sometimes deprives children of valuable life skills.
Independence, self-discipline, and problem-solving are not qualities learned
suddenly in adulthood---they develop gradually through small daily tasks in
childhood. We can learn valuable lessons from countries like Japan and South
Korea, where independence training begins early. Children are encouraged to
walk to school, organize their study space, prepare light meals, and manage
personal hygiene from a young age. Such upbringing does not reduce parental
care but it rather enhances it by empowering children to be capable and confident.
India could adopt a structured framework to cultivate independence in children.
For instance, between the ages of 5 and 16, children could be guided to manage
their own rooms, make their beds, clean their study space, and prepare simple
breakfasts. They can also be taught basic financial understanding through small
allowances. These lessons, though simple, plant deep seeds of self-reliance. As
they grow older, particularly between 17 and 23, society should encourage them
to work 1n a café, helping as a receptionist, or freelancing in creative fields. The
government can further encourage workers. Imagine a guideline that mandates
that no part-time worker or student intern in India should earn less than 20,000
rupees per month. This would protect students from exploitation, provide
stability, and encourage youth entrepreneurship. It would also address youth
unemployment to a large extent, as more young people would be willing to work
responsibly if fairly compensated.

Redefining gender roles and equality in parenting

One of the most crucial aspects of parenting reform involves addressing gender
disparity. In Indian society, restrictions are often placed differently on boys and
girls. Daughters are taught to be cautious, modest, take part-time jobs or
internships. This not only teaches the value of money but also builds character.

Youth who earn through honest effort develop respect for labor and empathy for

others. Through such exposure, they understand that no job is inferior while sons
enjoy leniency and freedom. Such differences shape the collective psyche of a




nation, influencing safety, equality, and justice. True equality begins at home. If

parents insist that their daughters return home by 11 p.m., the same should apply

to their sons. Safety should not be achieved by restricting women,; it should be
achieved by educating men about respect and responsibility. Self-defence should
become a mandatory part of school and college education. Girls must be trained in
techniques that allow them to protect themselves, and boys must be trained in
emotional intelligence and gender sensitivity. Violence against women can be
reduced only when parenting teaches mutual respect, not superiority. In many
developed nations such as France and the Netherlands women can walk freely
even at midnight because the culture promotes gender-neutral upbringing and
strong law enforcement. In those societies both parents and governments share the
same goal namely safety, respect, and accountability for all citizens. India too can
create such an environment if awareness and equality are practiced in families as
deeply as devotion and culture.

Reforming the Education System

Education is the mirror of a nation's progress. It transforms individuals into
thinkers, inventors, and leaders. Yet, India's education system, though vast, still
bears the imprint of an outdated colonial pattern focusing more on memorization
than on understanding, and more on exams than on life skills. While the global
economy shifts towards artificial intelligence, coding, robotics, and digital
innovation, many Indian schools continue to teach theoretical content that holds
little to stet practical value. A modern education system should blend academic
excellence with creativity and life preparedness. Coding, data analysis, and
artificial intelligence must become core subjects from the middle-school level.
Communication skills, emotional awareness, financial literacy, and
environmental education should be incorporated into the curriculum. Students
must learn through exploration rather than repetition. Science laboratories, art
studios, debate sessions, and innovation clubs should receive as much importance
as mathematics or language classes. This transformation will reduce the burden of
rote learning and replace it with curiosity-driven education. Furthermore physical
education cannot remain secondary. Regular sports, yoga, and physical training




improve not only health but also teach discipline and teamwork. When a child
learns to play fair and lead with honor, those qualities extend into adulthood.
Another major concern is the quality of English education. Though most schools
identify as English-medium, many students reach higher education without
fluency in speech. English is not just a language; it is a global link for
communication, career advancement, and cultural exchange. Teachers should be
specially trained to develop conversational confidence, along with compulsory

public-speaking activities. Finally, teachers must be given the respect and training

they deserve. A teacher is the architect of the national character. Continuous
teacher-development programs, better pay scales, and meaningful assessment
systems are vital to restore dignity to this sacred profession.

Reforming Legal systems and social discipline

Every nation thrives when its laws are respected and implemented with fairness.
India has progressive laws on paper, but the gap between legislation and
enforcement remains large. Cases of corruption, violence, and discrimination
often go unresolved due to administrative delay or lack of accountability. The
spirit of law must be awakened at both institutional and individual levels. Legal
literacy should become a mandatory subject in schools. Citizens must understand
their fundamental rights and duties, learning how justice systems work. Only then
can they identify and challenge wrongdoing effectively. Reform must also extend
to civic behavior. Laws related to traffic, waste disposal, or noise pollution is often
ignored not due to lack of awareness but because of indifference. Collective
discipline must replace convenience. Every individual should feel morally
obliged to follow the right path not out of fear of punishment but out of respect for
the society.

The road to a better India

India's story is one of transformation. We have progressed from colonial rule to
democracy, from rural economy to digital revolution, from social barriers to
inclusivity. And yet, the true transformation that will define the next century lies
within our people. If every citizen begins to think not only about what the country
offers them but also about what they offer to the country, India's growth will




multiply manifold. Simple actions: throwing waste in bins, teaching children self-
discipline, paying fair wages, or respecting traffic rules are small steps that
together form a monumental change. Citizenship should be looked at as a duty, not
an entitlement. True national pride thrives quietly in such moments of moral
courage. India is more than a democracy; it is a destiny shaped by collective will.
If each family becomes a school of values, each student a seed of innovation, each
worker a model of integrity, and each leader a servant of truth, then we will have

not only a strong India but a sublime one.

Conclusion: Dreaming of a new dawn

The India we dream of is not a distant fantasy, it is within reach. The India where
the roads are smooth and rivers clean, where children grow independent and girls
walk without fear, where education fosters imagination and integrity, where laws
are respected and corruption is shunned. That India is possible when willpower
meets wisdom. A nation's beauty lies not in its monuments but in its mindset.
When we clean our streets, we cleanse our conscience. When we teach our
children responsibility, we secure our nation's tomorrow. When we build with
honesty, parent with love, learn with creativity, and govern with justice, India will
shine more brightly than ever before. Let us then pledge to play our part not as
critics or spectators but as active citizens of this great land. By nurturing
discipline, compassion, and courage we can transform the poetry of hope into a
portrait of pride. For India is already beautiful, but with our devotion, effort, and
unity it can become truly divine; a nation that the world will admire not only for
what it has but for what it stands for.




Let Inspiration Breathe

Anansha Debnath
Semester -1, Department of Psychology

It's strange really how inspiration doesn't seem to work on command. It
won't answer when you call; it likes to arrive on its own terms, slipping in like a
quiet friend in the early hours when no one is watching. But these days, life piles
up around it---deadlines, projects, and expectations... even the dreams we are too
afraid to let go of. And somewhere in all that inspiration fades like it's backed into
a corner, unable to breathe.

I think sometimes all it needs is permission. Permission to take a pause, to
just be, free of the weight we've heaped on it. But how often do we allow that
pause? It's hard to create when you feel like everything has to mean something,
like every stroke, every word has to be perfect, ready to impress.

But maybe we can let it be imperfect. May be creativity isn't always a

performance; sometimes, it's just a conversation we have with ourselves in the

quiet. And even if deadlines don't let up, maybe we can still make that space---just

a small corner of'it--- to let inspiration breathe.




Two Abandoned Souls

Anansha Debnath
Semester : 1, Department of Psychology

His hair, all rough and messy,
Untamed by the rough air.
And untouched by a comb

For months,

May be years.

His legs, all dirty,

Draped in a torn pair of shorts.
A thrown away shirt,

Now fits his body.

People pass by,

Ignoring him on the street.
One coin falls,

Another follows, hours apart.

Hunger? That's an unknown idea to him.

Maybe he does not know what death and life are.
Or he would not be sitting there still

On those abandoned stairs by the street.

Why? Or for what does he live?
Maybe he has never asked himself.
Maybe he just keeps going,
Without questions.

Or may be,

Maybe he hopes.

Hopes for something;

Something worth waiting for.

8%



That street dog,

Who rarely gets petted by some kind-hearted man,
Maybe gets a biscuit or two while someone passes by,
Wags his tail just to get some love,

Some head pats.

Those innocent eyes-

Just existing.

Reasons? None.

As the dog approaches him by the street,

Gets so many head pats,

Followed by some biscuits- the ones the man got
After a whole week maybe,

Yet, he gives them away.

Two souls, abandoned by the passersby,
Abandoned from basic needs,

Look happy to be loved,

And for having their love adored by someone.

He loves the dog,

And the dog adores his love.
That is a lot-

Enough for their survival.

They needed some love and approval.
Just some of it.
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Why You Should Join NCC

Rimi Besra
B.Sc. ,Semester: 3

Why you should join NCC

Hello, my name is Rimi Besra, a B.Sc. semester 3 student and a dedicated
karate player. Being actively involved in sports, I often travel to different places to
participate in tournaments. In such situations, leadership, quick decision-making,
and the ability to stay calm under pressure are extremely important. That is why |
joined the National Cadet Corps (NCC) to strengthen and improve my leadership
qualities. As a karate player, | have learned discipline and focus, but NCC has
taken those qualities to a higher level. NCC has not only taught me discipline but
has also developed my sense of responsibility, punctuality, teamwork, and
confidence. Through parades, camps, and training programs I realized that a true
leader does not simply give instructions but stands beside the team, motivates
them, and leads by example.

During NCC camps I had the opportunity to interact and work with cadets
from different districts. Working together with them, solving problems, and
completing tasks within limited time helped me grow mentally stronger. These
experiences shaped my personality and improved my leadership skills. On the
sports field, I now feel more confident and responsible than before. I can motivate
my teammates, make timely decisions, and handle challenging situations with a
calm mind. NCC has played a major role in building these qualities within me.

I strongly believe that NCC is not just an organization; it is a platform for
character building and self-development. In my opinion, every girl should
become self-reliant, mentally strong, and capable of leading with confidence. |
hope to keep growing and inspire others through the values I have learned from
NCC.

Joining the NCC is one of the best decisions a college student can make.
Students can join NCC through their college if an NCC unit is available. At the
beginning of the academic session, application forms are usually announced.
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Interested students must fill out the form and go through a simple selection
process, which may include a basic physical fitness test and an interview. Once
selected they officially become NCC cadets and begin their journey of discipline
and training.

The benefits of joining NCC are numerous. It develops leadership
qualities, improves decision making ability, and teaches the importance of
teamwork. NCC also enhances physical fitness and mental strength, helping
students stay calm and confident under pressure. Moreover, NCC provides
opportunities to attend various camps, meet cadets from different regions, and
gain new experiences. Certificate holders, especially those with the 'C' certificate,
receive advantages in defence service and certain government job opportunities.

Victoria Institution (College), one of the oldest women's colleges in
Kolkata, provides students with the opportunity to join the NCC as part of its
student activities. The college has an active NCC unit guided by capable faculty,
and cadets participate in various social awareness drives, community service
programmes, and environment campaigns throughout the year.

In today's world, it is not enough for girls to be educated academically. It is
equally important to make independent decisions, know self-defence, be mentally
strong, and posses leadership abilities. Through parades, camps, physical training
and teamwork, we learn discipline, punctuality, and responsibility. Many girls are
not fully aware of their own potential. But by joining NCC, they can discover their
inner courage, skill, and leadership qualities. Here we learn to be strong in any
situation. NCC makes girls self-reliant. It is not just about wearing a uniform; it is
about a transformation of mindset where we shed our weaknesses and grow into
confident and determined individuals.
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Northernization:
How Bengal's culture is under threat

Rishita Mal
Semester : 3, BA MDC

India is the most populated country in the world, with more than 1.46
billion people. What makes India special is not just its size, but its deep cultural
diversity. Within each state the language, food, festivals, music, and lifestyle vary.
This diversity is India's true strength. From Kashmir to Kanyakumari and from
Gujarat to Bengal, every region has its unique history and traditions. Yet today,
when people talk about “Indian culture,” they often mean something very
specific: certain version of North Indian culture, Hindi language, Bollywood,
North Indian festivals, and customs have come to represent India on the national
and global stage.

This growing influence of North Indian culture over others is what I term
as “Northernization”. It can be likened to Westernization, where Western culture
spreads across the world. Northernization is when North Indian traditions
gradually threaten to replace the cultures of other Indian regions.

This is happening quietly, but its impact is very real—especially in Bengal.
West Bengal is not just another Indian state. It is one of India's richest cultural
regions. Bengal has given India some of its greatest thinkers and
artists—Rabindranath Tagore, Satyajit Ray, Swami Vivekananda, Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay, Amartya Sen, and many more. Bengali literature, music,
art, and cinema has shaped the way India thinks and feels.

Durga Pujais not just areligious festival in Bengal. Itis a celebration of art,
creativity, and community. The beautiful pandals, the idols, the music, the food,
and the street life make it one of the most unique festivals in the world.

Bengali culture is known for its emotional depth, creativity, and openness.
It respects tradition but also values questioning and free thinking. This culture has
survived for hundreds of years. But today it is facing a new challenge.




Northernization happens mainly through :

Bollywood films and songs, Hindi television shows, Social media,
National festivals promoted in a North Indian style, and Hindi being treated as
India's main language.

Because of this North Indian customs are slowly becoming
representational of the entirety of Indian culture, while other regional traditions
are often treated as secondary or simply local. This creates a problem. When one
culture becomes dominant, others begin to gradually fade away.

One clear sign of Northernization is how Bengali festivals, art forms, and
certain Bengali rituals traditions are being renamed.

For example, Kaali Puja is now often called Diwali reducing its
uniqueness. Durga Puja is referred to as Navratri, as if they are one and the same.
Alpona (Bengali floor art) is replaced by rangoli. Surprisingly even Bengali
wedding rituals are being replaced by mehendi and sangeet.

These names may seem small, but they are not. Names carry history. When
we stop using Bengali names, we slowly stop remembering what makes our
traditions unique.

We have to remember that Durga Puja is not Navratri and Kaali Puja is not

Diwali.

They are different festivals with different meanings. Calling them by
North Indian names slowly erases their Bengali identity.

Food is another area where Northernization is very clear. In Bengal, fish
and meat are not just food—they are part of religion and culture. In many Bengali
traditions, fish is offered to the goddess as a symbol of prosperity. Eating non-
vegetarian food during festivals has always been normal in Bengal. But today
many Bengalis are judged or mocked by North Indian standards that see
vegetarian food as more “pure.” This creates the idea that Bengali traditions are
somehow wrong or less religious. This is unfair as Hinduism has always had
multiple ways of worship. There is no single correct tradition.

Changes in Purulia, Bankura, and Birbhum :

The effects of Northernization are more visible in rural Bengal, especially
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in Purulia, Bankura, and Birbhum.

These areas are known for their folk traditions, tribal culture, and village
festivals.
Purulia

Purulia is famous for Chhau dance and tribal traditions. But today, young
people are more influenced by Bollywood music and Hindi social media than by
their own folk culture. Traditional songs and local dialects are slowly
disappearing.
Bankura

Bankura's terracotta temples and Shakta traditions are being replaced by
North Indian festivals and North Indian architectural styles. Hindi devotional
songs are becoming more common than Bengali kirtan.

Birbhum

Birbhum is the land of Bauls—mystic singers who believe in love,
humanity, and spiritual freedom. But Baul culture is slowly fading from young
people's lives, while Hindi religious content is growing.

These changes are not just about modern life. They show how one culture
is slowly pushing out another. Some may say, “What is wrong with adopting new
traditions?” There is nothing wrong with learning from other cultures. But the
problem begins when people forget their own culture. If Bengali children know
Bollywood stars but not Rabindranath Tagore, if they know Karwa Chauth but not

Lakshmi Puja, something important is being lost.

A culture survives when people remember who they are. Fusion is good,
erasure is not. Cultures evolve and culture mixing is natural. Bengal has always

absorbed ideas from many places. It does not need to reject anyone. It only needs

to remember itself.




Echoes of Home

Peter Minj
(Asstt. Professor, Department of Eng.)

I
In a city

Roshan Toppo stared at his phone which rang for the third time within ten
minutes. He couldn't have ignored the call for ever. But he wanted to avoid it,
having a feeling if he picked up it wouldn't be the words he would want to hear.
"Hello!" "Mr.Toppo, why are you not picking my call?" Roshan hated that tone.
"Sorry, sir. The phone was on silent." "Ok, listen", the voice softened a bit. "I have
a bad news for you." There was a pause. "I can't grant you the leave. I am sorry."
Roshan sulked. He wanted to shout back but he controlled himself. "But sir I

applied early. I have to go sir."
The stern voice continued, "I am sorry Roshan. Vijay has had an emergency. |

need a stand-in. I can'tlet you go."

1T
In a village
An old woman pours out a light-grey coloured liquid from an earthen-pot into
a kheta Her forehead is creased and she has a tattoo of a cross on it. It's a plain
tattoo, two small dark lines at a right-angle. With the help of another woman she
distributes the khetas to the men and women who are seated on the floor in the

open space outside the house. She greets each of them as she hands them a kheta.
The men and women converse with each other. They share a laugh. And then a

man asks this old woman if her son is going to come home.
The old woman tries to hold back her tears. She wistfully says, "Dharmes hi

onderna ra'ee hole amaan araage bar'os jun" (If God is willing he will definitely

come to see us).
She continues her chit-chat cheerfully and then all of them break into a folk-




song. It talks about a pigeon which has flown away towards the sky from its
golden cage and the keeper wonders if it will ever return to him again.

In the village akhra (dancing ground) the young men beat the mandars and the
nagadas with great vigor and enthusiasm. The Karam tree is at the center. The
village girls, married women and elderly women hold each other's hands forming
a chain and sing along and dance rhythmically to the beats around the Karam tree.
The steps are simple, well-synchronized and the whole group moves in such
cohesion. They keep singing even after their throats strain.

111
In a city

Roshan sat in the cafe sipping a glass of hot coffee.
He took small sips and pondered about things. The memories of Karam

festival and Christmas of his younger days rushed back to him. He had forgotten
the lyrics of some of the songs, but he could still retain the tune, and his body could
still move to the rhythm of those songs, almost instinctively. He deeply missed his
family and the celebrations. It had been years since he had participated in those
festivals. Especially since he had moved to the city for work.

He felt guilty. He thought he should have tried harder to get leave. Not only
this time but before too. How could he not visit his home, his mother for such a
long time. He was fed-up playing the nice guy trying to work harder and harder all
the time. Promotion, which wasn't guaranteed, would mean more work but what
was the point of working if one could not even see his family.

They'll be dancing in the village now, he said to himself.

"I think you should go home," His friend broke his thought handing him a
paper-bag of French-fries.

"Yeah [ want to. But my boss never lets me go. And damn that Vijay, he always
does this."

His friend chuckled," You should speak like that more often."

"What? Curse more?"

"No, no.  meant you should let your feelings be heard."



Roshan nodded munching the fries.
"You really should visit home. It's been long. And it's an important festival of
your community and it would be a great time to be at home."

v
In a village

Roshan steps down from the bus. The smell of the soil freshens him up. The
beating of the drums and the vibrant tunes of the songs thrills his ears. But a
familiar sound jars and spoils the moment. Just for a while. Roshan sees the

number. He turns off the phone.
The old woman with the wrinkled face and the cross tattoo on her forehead

lights up. Her eyes are watery, with joy. She embraces Roshan.
—THE END —

NOTE: This short story is an adaptation of the short film "Sona gahi Pinjra" (The
Golden Cage), which was directed by Biju Toppo (a tribal documentary
filmmaker from Ranchi, Jharkhand) and released in 2011.
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