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Kamal Kutir (The Residence of Keshab Chandra Sen)

MNAME OF THE SITE : Kamal Kutir (The Residence of Keshab Chandra Sen)
NOTIFICATION DATE : 05.05.2006

C

LOCATION :

District : KOLKATA
| APPROACH :
MNearest Bus Stand : Raja Bazar Tram Depot Local Landmark :Victorla Institution

DESCRIPTION :

The Kamal Kutir or Lilly Cottage is situated at Acharya Prafulla Chandra Roy Road near Raja Bazar Tram depot in

Kolkata. The Kamal Kutir presently houses the Victoria Institution - a premier institute of female education which Dl
P . - - Bl
started its journey in 1932 and completed 75 years in 2007. it

- - N . - . Baranagar
he beginning of this college can be traced back to the Mative Ladies Mermal and Adult School, established by = :_gq Ly

Branmananda Keshub Chandra Sen in 1871, He was one of the noted humanists, harmonizer of religions and a (3] ==

great social reformer of modern India. His purpose was to introduce 3 comprehensive scheme for female

Howrah
education. In his words, specially adapted to the requirement of the female mind and calculated to fit women Eillel
for her position in the seciety’. The school started with a handful of fourteen adult students but the numbers o I
soon began to swell As Sen envisaged that education for women should be poth ‘natural” and ‘national’, -
‘extension lecture classes’ were neld for the advanced pupils. It would pe contextual tc mention here that N..:::E_ﬁq =
Keshub Chandra's wife, Smt. Jagonmohini Sen was a student of this institution. In 1879, Keshab Chandra et T ’
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founded anmother school for girls and named it Metropolitan Female School. However, since these institutions | (2784 i

had certain inherent weaknesses, Sen established an insticution of Higher Education for women at 10 Upper

Circular Road. The school was founded on May 1, 1882. According to Keshuk Chandra's biography, written by RAJPUR
PP

eminent historian Jogesh Chandra Bagal (published by Bangiyo Sahitya Parishad) - since January 1883 this schoo
came to be known as Victoria College. After the death of Keshuk Chandra Sen on & January 1884, it was renamed as Victoria Institution in 1901, In 1911 the institution

received governmental affiliation for teaching up to matriculation.

The college is housed in ‘Kamalkutir® er 'Lily Cottage’ - a place which bears the footprints of Thakur Ramkrishna Paramhansadev, Swami Vivekananda, 5ri Girishchandra
Ghosh, 5ri Rabindranath Tagore and other luminaries of Mineteenth-Twentieth century Bengal. In 1927 Manarani Suniti Devi of Coochienar, the eldest daughter of Keshuo
Chandra and President of the Governing Eody, bought the entire property of Lily Cottage - the present premises of the college and donated the same to Victoria Institution
through a trust deed. A steady rise in the enrolment and progressively good academic results prompted Sunit Devi and other members of the Governing Body like Sucharu
Devi, Dr. Bidnan Chandra Roy and others to dream that the seeds of female education sown oy Keshub Chandra Sen should grow into an institution ef higher education,
teaching modern courses under the University of Calcutta. Thus, Victoria Institution College came to be affiliated under the University of Calcutta in 1932, Unfortunately,
Manarani Suniti Devi did not live long to see the progress of the college. After her demise on November 1932, 3 solemn memorial service was neld in Kamal Kutir, presided

ower by none other than Rabindranath Tagore nimself.
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Enlistment of Victoria Institution (College) in the
West Bengal Heritage Commission website. (

https://wbhc.in/home/place details/ZDFmZDM1MWY0ZDg5ZDg
zN2UOYTFIYTZiZGMA4ZTMxZGFkYTQ3ZjJkMWU3NDJjYTUSNGFhM
TA1ZGNkZWQANWY2NWEONDkzMWVhODFjM{jViNDIiYWION2JiYT
exZWUzODdhYTQ3MDJkZjlAMGNKMTMwWZGFmMmMS5ZTJjNzkzZ
WM5NjRBTTVGMEI4QTNzU kthWptSGSLVV HMehaTTBlam
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19t century snippet of Kamal Kutir

(Lily Cottage), the residential quarters

of Brahmananda Keshub Chandra Sen,/
which acted as the centre of women’s

education.
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Pioneering Professors of the
College. Signatye N

(Acharya Bijay Krishna Goswai, Gotiadi:
88.3732529745284

Girishchandra Sen. Shivnath Shastrif%*»”"* «
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Eminent Administrators.

(Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Former Chief
Minister of West Bengal)
(Shri Prafulla Chandra Sen)
(Shri Subodh Chandra Roy) 4
(Shri Prasanta Kumar Sen) ATV
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LECTURES IN INDIA

KESHUB CHUNDER SEN

NAVAVIDHAN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
95 KESHUB CHUNDER SEN STREET
CALCUTTA-9

1954

| Keshub Birth Centenary 1 1938

KESHUB CHUNDER SEN

By
P. K. SEN, M.A., LL.D. (CANTAB.)
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Link to Digital Archive - the very repository of the findings of the
Heritage Club about Brahmananda Keshub Chandra Sen, his
Nabadevalaya and the history of the Institution so far, for the future

progeny and researchers interested in this area of study.

e Link to the Heritage Club devoted towards preserving &
documenting the rich history and heritage of the Institution and its
founding family, simultaneously engaging the upcoming batch of

students in an interesting research activity altogether.
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https://victoriacollege.co.in/digital-archive
https://victoriacollege.co.in/heritage-club
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